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(Revised  March  1960) 


1.  LOCATION 


Section  6-43-9-W4  in  Census  Division  No.  7.  This  location  is  146 
miles  southeast  of  Edmonton  on  Highway  No.  13  and  on  the  main  line  of  the 
Canadian  Pacific  Railway,  Edmonton  to  Winnipeg. 

2.  ALTITUDE  LATITUDE  LONGITUDE 

2,050  52/40  111/18 

3.  TEMPERATURE 


Mean  summer  temperature  56  °F. 

Mean  winter  temperature  18  °F. 

Mean  annual  temperature  34 °F. 

4.  RAINFALL 


Average  Rain 
Average  snow 
Average  total  precipitation 


10.08  inches 
36.0  inches 
13.68  inches 


Note;  The  above  averages  are  estimated  from  the  nearest  weather  station. 


5.  GEOLOGY 


The  Hardisty  area  is  underlain  by  bentonitic  sandstones,  shales  and  a 
few  thin  coal  seams,  all  of  the  Belly  River  formation  of  Late  Cretaceous  age. 
The  surface  geology  of  this  area  is  most  interesting  in  that  Hardisty  marks  the 
location  of  the  junction  of  two  and  possibly  three  pregiacial  rivers.  Thus  the 
area  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  the  town  is  underlain  by  extensive  deposits 
of  sand  and  gravel  of  preglacial  and  glacial  age. 

6.  SOIL 

The  soil  profile  in  the  Hardisty  district  is  in  the  Dark  Brown  Soil 

Zone. 

Climate  — The  average  annual  precipitation  is  13  to  15  inches  and 
there  are  less  frequent  droughts  than  in  the  brown  zone.  Fairly  high  evapora- 
tion and  hot  dry  winds  are  added  characteristics. 

Vegetation  — Chiefly  short  grass  prairie.  The  grass  makes  a denser 
cover  and  taller  growth  than  in  the  brown  zone. 

Soil  Profile  — In  the  normal  profile,  the  surface  (A)  horizon  averages 
about  7 inches  in  depth  and  is  dark  brown  in  color.  The  (B)  horizon  is  brown- 
ish and  the  limelayer(Bca)  is  found  usually  at  depths  of  20  to  24  inches  below 
the  surface.  In  this  zone  as  in  other  zones,  the  B horizon,  having  received  some 
finer  material  from  the  A,  is  usually  somewhat  heavier  and  more  compact 
than  the  A horizon. 

Fertility  — Moisture  continues  to  be  the  principal  limiting  factor  in 
crop  production.  Soils  in  this  zone  are  relatively  low  in  nitrogen  and  organic 
matter,  but  are  higher  in  these  constituents  than  soils  of  the  brown  zone. 

Land  Use  — Only  the  better  soil  types  can  be  considered  arable.  The 
remainder  generally  is  good  pasture  land.  Wheat  is  grown  almost  to  the  exclu- 
sion of  all  other  crops.  Considerable  coarse  grains  are  also  grown.  Cropping 
practices  must  provide  for  conservation  of  moisture  and  control  of  soil  drift- 
ing. The  best  quality  wheat  in  the  province  is  grown  in  this  area  and  the 
other  grassland  zones. 
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7.  fflSTORY 

Hardisty  was  named  after  the  chief  factor  of  the  Hudson’s  Bay  Com- 
pany in  Alberta,  Mr.  P.  Hardisty.  The  first  settlers  arriving  in  the  area  either 
walked,  or  travelled  by  horse  drawn  democrats-  from  Daysland  which  was  the 
end  of  the  railway  track.  The  railway  finally  reached  the  town  from  the  west 
in  1907  and  from  the  east  in  1909  and  Hardisty  became  a divisional  point  on 
the  Edmonton- Winnipeg  C.P.R.  line.  The  first  school  was  built  in  1909  with 
Alex  MacLachlan  as  the  first  teacher.  Before  the  bridge  was  built  over  the 
Battle  River,  Mr.  H.  B.  Wood  operated  a ferry  for  the  settlers  east  of  town. 
The  first  businesses  in  the  town  included  a livery  barn,  hardware  store,  hotel 
and  general  store.  Hardisty  was  incorporated  a town  January  16,  1911. 

8.  LIVING  CONDITIONS 

The  recreational  and  social  life  of  the  community  is  well  looked  after. 
Movie  theatre,  dances,  lodges  and  service  clubs  keep  the  evenings  of  the 
people  occupied  the  year  round.  On  approaching  the  town,  Hardisty  Lake 
meets  the  needs  for  swimming  and  boating  during  the  summer  days.  Tables, 
stoves  and  playground  equipment  are  available.  A fee  of  $1.00  per  car  per 
season  is  charged.  For  the  sportsman,  geese,  ducks,  pheasants  and  upland 
game  birds  are  plentiful  and  hunters  for  miles  around  come  to  the  district 
for  their  limits.  Deer  is  plentiful  in  the  area  but  there  is  no  open  season  on 
them.  Fish  Lake,  two  miles  west,  and  Blackburn  Lake,  three  miles  west,  supply 
the  needs  of  the  fishermen.  Pike,  pickeral  and  perch  are  available.  Education 
facilities  are  well  provided  for.  Grades  1 to  12  are  taught.  Three  churches 
supply  the  spiritual  needs  of  the  community.  There  are  130  homes  in  the  town. 


A view  of  a portion  of  Main  Street. 
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9.  ADMINISTRATION 


The  town  is  governed  by  a mayor,  elected  for  a two  year  term,  and 
six  councillors,  two  elected  each  year  for  a three  year  term.  The  secretary- 
treasurer  administers  the  policies  set  by  the  council, 

10.  LAWS  AND  REGULATIONS 

All  new  buildings,  repairs  to  buildings,  or  removal  of  buildings  must 
be  submitted  to  council  for  approval,  after  which  a permit  is  issued. 

The  electrical  code  conforms  to  the  Alberta  Electrical  Protection  Act. 
Sanitary  regulations  comply  with  Alberta  Public  Health  Regulations. 
The  town  hires  its  own  police  protection,  one  permanent  police  con- 

stable. 

11.  FIRE  PROTECTION 

The  fire  department  consists  of  a chief  and  10  volunteer  firemen.  A 
junior  fire  brigade  is  also  being  trained. 

Equipment: 

1 portable  pump  on  truck. 

500  feet  inch  hose. 

450  feet  l^A  inch  hose. 

Ladders,  axes,  bars,  nozzles,  coats,  boots,  etc. 

Water  Supply: 

Water  is  obtained  from  wells  and  pumped  into  a 100,000  gallon  res- 
ervoir and  then  into  the  water  mains. 

Seven  fire  hydrants  are  conveniently  located  through  the  town. 

12.  TAX  STRUCTURE 


Land,  100% 

of  value 

? 53,700 

Improvements,  100%  of  fair  value 

531,310 

Power 

19,900 

Total  Assessment 

$ 604,910 

Mill  Rate: 

Municipal 

School 

Hospital 

Total 

20.25 

34 

2.75 

57  mills 

.3.  AREAS 

Area  of  town 

1,365 

acres 

Streets,  lanes  and  alleys 

19 

acres 

Public  parks  and  playgrounds 

1,352.60 

acres 

Miles  of  Roads,  Streets  and  Lanes: 

Asphalt  Unpaved  Unopened 

Total 

Roads  and  Streets  . 

50 

5.98 

6.48 

Lanes  and  Alleys  

.89 

.89 

Total  Miles  7.37 

There  are  two  miles  of  cement  sidewalk. 

14.  SEWER  AND  WATER  MAIN  MILEAGE 

nil 

11,416  feet 
10,3201/2  feet 
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Storm  sewers 
Sanitary  sewers 
Water  mains 


15.  POWER 

Three  phase  60  cycle  power  is  supplied  under  a franchise  by  Calgary 
Power  Ltd. 

Domestic  Rates: 

Available  only  for  lighting,  cooking,  heating,  domestic  power  and 
ordinary  uses  in  houses  and  apartments,  used  exclusively  for  residential 
purposes. 

First  20  kwh’s  or  less  used  per  month  — $2.70  gross  minimum,  sub- 
ject to  30  cents  prompt  payment  discount  making  $2.40  net  minimum. 

All  over  20  kwh’s  used  per  month  — 1.5  cents  net  per  kwh. 
Discount  — as  shown  applies  on  any  bill  paid  within  10  days  of  date 
rendered. 

Connection  charge  — $1.00. 

Reconnection  charge  — twice  the  net  minimum  charge. 

Commercial  Rates: 

Available  for  lighting  and  general  service  in  commercial  establish- 
ments. 

First  1/2  kw  of  connected  load  — 50  cents. 

Each  additional  V4  kw  of  connected  load  — 20  cents. 

Energy  charge  — first  50  kwh’s  per  month  per  kw  of  installation  — 
10  cents  per  kwh.  Next  150  kwh’s  per  month  per  kw  of  installation  — 5 cents 
per  kwh.  Excess  kwh’s  per  month  per  kw  of  installation  — 2y4  cents  per  kwh. 


Comfortable  homes  line  the  residential  streets. 
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Discount  — 10%,  10  days  based  on  even  dollars  of  total  bill,  with  a 
minimum  discount  of  30  cents  per  month. 

Consumer’s  deposit  — twice  the  gross  monthly  minimum  charge. 
Reconnection  charge  — twice  the  net  monthly  minimum  charge. 

Power  Rates 

Available  for  motors  and  commercial  heating  apparatus  used  in  com- 
mercial establishments. 

Service  charge  — per  kva  of  installation  (monthly  charge)  — $1.00. 
(One  motor  horsepower  or  one  kilowatt  in  heating  apparatus  considered 
equal  to  one  kilovolt  ampere  — kva) . 

Energy  charge  — first  50  kwh  per  month  per  kva  of  installation  — 
5 cents  per  kwh.  Next  50  kwh  per  month  per  kva  of  installation  — ZVz  cents 
per  kwh.  All  over  100  kwh  per  month  per  kva  of  installation  — 1%  cents 
per  kwh. 

Discount  — 10%,  10  days  based  on  the  dollars  of  total  bill,  with  a 
minimum  discount  of  30  cents  per  month. 

Minimum  charge  — $3.30  gross,  $3.00  net,  or  the  amount  of  the  ser- 
vice charge,  whichever  is  greater. 

Consumer’s  deposit  — $2.00  per  kva  of  installation  and  not  less  than 
$6.00  or,  at  the  company’s  option,  twice  the  estimated  bill. 

Reconnection  charge  — $6,00, 

16.  WATER 

Water  is  obtained  from  a deep  well  and  is  pumped  into  a 100,000  gal- 
lon reservoir  and  from  there  through  the  water  mains. 

Domestic  Rates: 

First  4,500  gallons  used  per  month  — $3.75  plus  $1.50  sewerage. 
Commercial  Rates: 

Garage,  service  stations,  stores,  hotels,  etc.  — $6.00  to  $25.00  plus 
sewerage  charge  of  $4.00  to  $50.00. 

Water  Analysis:  Parts  per  Million 


Total  Solids 


486 

154 

330 

74 

28 

275 


Ignition  Loss 


Hardness 

Sulphates 

Chlorides 

Alkalinity 


Nature  of  Alkalinity  — bicarbonate  of  lime  and  magnesium 


Nitrates 

Nitrates 

Iron 


trace 


2.4 

1.3 


Remarks;  Chemically  this  water  is  suitable. 


17.  GAS 


Natural  gas  is  not  installed. 


18.  L.P.  GAS 


Heat  value  — 2,521  b.t.u.  per  cu.  ft.  at  60°F. 
100  lb.  cylinders  — $6.50. 

Bulk  — 15  cents  per  gallon. 

Storage  capacity  — 12,000  gallons. 
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19.  DIESEL  FUEL 

Heat  value  — 135,000  to  140,000  b.t.u.  per  gallon  at  60°F. 

Winter  grade  — 18.2  cents  per  gallon. 

Summer  grade  — 17.2  cents  per  gallon. 

Storage  capacity  — 16,000  gallons. 

20.  COAL 

Coal  is  secured  from  the  Forestburg  mine,  40  miles  northwest  of  the 
town.  Price  per  ton  delivered  — Lump  $9.50,  Stoker  $6.00. 

21.  LOCAL  RESOURCES 

Sand  and  gravel  (common) , straw,  clay,  cereals,  coarse  grains,  dairy 
products,  poultry  and  eggs,  horses,  cattle  sheep  hogs  honey,  oil  and  gas. 

22.  GOVERNMENT  OFFICES  AND  SERVICES 
Federal: 

Post  Office  R.C.M.P.  Detachment 

Provincial: 

Alberta  Government  Telephones,  Liquor  Vendor,  Alberta  Treasury 
Branch  Agency. 

Municipal: 

Town  Office,  Council  Chamber,  Secretary-Treasurer,  Superinten- 
dent of  Works,  Police  Department,  Garbage  collected  weekly. 


A view  of  the  station  and  rail  services. 
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23.  HEALTH  SERVICES 


The  St.  Annes  Hospital,  operated  by  Sisters  of  Charity  of  Halifax, 
supplies  the  needs  of  the  sick  in  the  community.  Tliere  are  20  beds  in  the  hos- 
pital and  is  staffed  by  members  of  the  organization. 

Rates: 

Residents  $1.50  per  day,  non-residents  $11.00  per  day. 

The  East  Alberta  Health  Unit  No.  10  makes  monthly  calls  to  the 
schools  and  also  hold  baby  clinics. 

Other  Health  Facilities: 

1 — Doctor. 

1 — Dentist. 

1 — Drug  Store. 

2 — Funeral  Parlor  Agencies. 

24.  PROFESSIONAL  AND  SKILLED  PERSONAL  SERVICES 
(Excluding  health  services) 


Type  of  Service 


Accountant 
Barbers 
Beauty  Parlors 
Watch  Repairs 


No.  of  Establishments 


A large  well  ecjuippecl  hospital  serves  town  and  district. 
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25.  TRANSPORTATION 

Canadian  Pacific  Railway  — Edmonton  to  Winnipeg. 

Sunburst  Coachway’s  — 2 trips  daily  east  and  west. 

Truck  Service  — 3 daily  east  and  west. 

Ambulance  service  if  necessary. 

26.  NEWSPAPERS 

Community  Press  — weekly  (published  at  Sedgewick). 

27.  COMMUNICATIONS 

Canadian  Pacific  Telegraphs,  Alberta  Government  Telephones,  Near- 
est radio  station  Camrose  — CFCW. 

28.  FINANCIAL  FACILITIES 

Canadian  Bank  of  Commerce,  Alberta  Treasury  Branch  Agency. 

29.  HOTELS 

No.  of  Rooms  Rates  Licensed 

Cecil  42  $1.50  up  yes 

30.  TOURIST  CAMPS 

Trailer  court  connected  to  water  and  sewer  owned  by  the  town. 
Government  picnic  grounds. 

31.  CHURCHES 

Anglican,  Roman  Catholic,  United. 

32.  LODGES 

Masonic,  Eastern  Star,  Knights  of  Columbus. 

33.  SERVICE  CLUBS 

Chamber  of  Commerce,  Elks,  Royal  Purple,  I.O.O.F.,  Canadian 
Legion,  Women’s  Auxiliary,  Canadian  Legion,  Women’s  Institute. 

34.  SOCIETIES 

Red  Cross  Society,  Fish  and  Game  Association,  Home  and  School 
Association,  Arena  Association,  Stampede  Association,  Light  Horse  Associa- 
tion. 

35.  EDUCATION 

The  Hardisty  School  District  is  part  cf  the  Killam  School  Division 
No.  22.  Grades  1 to  12  are  taught  along  with  the  following  optional  subjects: 
drama,  typing,  art,  and  French.  The  school  population  is  made  up  as  follows: 


Grades 

No.  of  Pupils 

No.  of  Teachers 

Elementary 

1-6 

141 

5 

Junior  High 

7-9 

37 

3 

High 

10-12 

31 

2 

36.  CULTURAL  ACTIVITIES 

There  is  no  public  library  in  the  school. 

Hardisty  Band  is  sponsored  by  the  Elks. 

Drama  at  school. 

38.  YOUTH  ACTIVITIES 
Boys: 

Cubs,  Scouts,  Canadian  Boy’s  League,  4H  Club. 

Girls: 

C.G.I.T.,  Junior  Auxiliary,  Girls  Auxiliary,  Junior  Red  Cross,  4H 

Club. 
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39.  SPORTS 

Baseball,  senior  and  junior. 

Hockey,  intermediate,  junior  and  midget. 

Basketball,  at  school. 

Polo. 

Swimming. 

Sports  Facilities: 

Covered  curling  rink,  2 sheets  natural  ice. 

Arena,  seating  capacity  1,500. 

Sports  ground  for  polo  and  baseball  diamond. 

Town  park  and  lake  for  swimming  and  boating. 

School  playgrounds. 

Stampede  grounds  and  corrals  for  annual  two  day  stampede. 

40.  FAIRS 

Stampede  — 2 day  event,  second  Friday  and  Saturday  in  June. 

Light  horse  display. 

41.  fflSTORIC  SITES 

Legion  Memorial. 

42.  CO-OPERATIVES 

United  Farmers  Association,  Mutual  Telephones,  United  Grain 
Growers,  Alberta  Wheat  Pool. 


43.  INDUSTRY  AND  BUSINESS 
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Auction  Mart  

Accountants  

Banks  - 

Barbers  

Beauty  Parlors  

Books  & Stationery  - see 

Body  Shops  

Building  Contractors  .... 

Building  Supplies  

Butchers  

Cartage  Delivery  

Clothing  — men  

Clothing  — womens  .... 

Coal  Dealers  

Concrete  Blocks  

Cold  Storage  Lockers  .... 

Dentists  ..  . .. 

Doctors  

Drug  Stores  

Dry  Cleaners  

Dry  Goods  

Electrical  Appliances  .... 
Electrical  Contractors  ... 
Garage  & Service 

Stations  

General  Stores  

Grain  Elevators  


2 — — 

l — — 

1 — — 

drug  store 

1 — — 

1 — — 

1 — — 

2 — — 

111 
1 — 1 

11  — 

6 — — 

5 — — 


(total  capacity  215,000  bushels) 


1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

1 


1 

1 

1 

1 
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Groceries  2 

Hardware  . 1 

Hotels  1 

Insurance  & 

Real  Estate  4 

Liquor  Stores  1 

Lumber  Yards  . 1 

Machinery  — farm  4 

Milk  Distributors  ..  1 

Music  Teachers  1 

Oil  Company  Offices  ....  1 

Oil  Distributors  2 

Oil  Pipeline 

Maintenance  1 

Painters  and 

Decorators  2 


1 

2 


Paint  Shops  see  hardware 


I 

1 

4 

1 


Pool  Room  1 

Propane  Gas 

Distributors  2 

Restaurants  3 

Shoe  Repairs  1 

Theatres  1 

Transports  1 

Variety  Stores  . 1 

Welding  & Machine  Shops 
Woodworking  2 


— 2 2 
1—1 

see  garages 
2—2 
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44.  SITES 

Choice  industrial  and  residential  property  can  be  purchased  from  the 
town  at  reasonable  rates. 

Buildings  for  sale  or  rent: 

C.P.R.  roundhouse  1)  — 90’  x 60’.  2)  — 150’  x 90’.  3)  — 60’  x 80’. 

Cafe  and  rooms  upstairs  — 35’  x 80’. 

Store  — 25’  x 40’. 

Store  — 20’  x 30’. 

45.  INDUSTRIAL  DEVELOPMENT 

While  mixed  farming  predominates  in  the  Hardisty  district,  income 
from  cash  crops  is  somewhat  greater  than  from  livestock  receipts.  Wheat  is 
the  principal  crop  grown  followed  by  oats  and  barley.  Cattle  provide  a high 
portion  of  receipts  from  livestock.  Sheep  raising  and  dairying  are  not  impor- 
tant. More  than  two-thirds  of  all  farms  are  equipped  with  electricity.  There 
are  1.2  tractors  on  the  average  farm.  60%  of  the  farms  have  grain  combines. 
Sand,  gravel  and  clay  can  be  secured  in  large  quantities  at  reasonable  rates 
from  the  town.  There  are  several  good  oil  and  gas  wells  within  a 15  to  20  mile 
radius  of  Hardisty. 

46.  TRADING  AREA 

North  — 6 miles.  West  — 18  miles.  South  — 36  miles.  East  — 30  miles. 

47.  POPULATION 

Trading  area  population,  1956  census  — 6,316. 

Town  population,  1956  census  — 628. 

Town  population,  December,  1959  — 638. 
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